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This document is the revised Constitution that has been agreed by the 

Committee for presentation for the approval of Members at the next scheduled 

Annual General Meeting. 

No content within this document should be considered applicable to the current 

operations of the Club until formally approved at the AGM. 



Ver 1.0 - NDTC Revised Constitution 2008 

This document reflects the revisions to the current Club Constitution that will be presented for Members 

approval at the 2008 Annual General Meeting. It incorporates revisions and additions, including those defined as 

required by the Kennel Club.  

- Rules identified as „Old Ref‟ or „KC Ref‟ may not necessarily be written to the exact wording and should 

therefore be used only as a guide for cross-reference purposes. 

- Entries shown in italics represent clauses taken directly from the KC rulebook (not KC Rule Guide RS08) 

New 

Ref 

 OLD 

Ref 

KC 

Ref 

 Sect.1 - NAME & OBJECTIVES   

1.1 The Club shall be called “The Nuneaton Dog Training Club”, otherwise abbreviated as 

“NDTC”, herein referred to as either the Club or the Society. 

1  

1.2 The Club is a Private Club having the following objectives: 

a) To instruct owners/handlers in the training of dogs for the peace and safety of 

the general public 

b) To encourage and promote good husbandry in all areas of dog ownership 

c) To encourage owners to achieve nationally recognised certificates of 

achievement 

d) To encourage competition between dog training enthusiasts. 

2  

    

 Sect.2 - THE COMMITTEE   

2.1 The Management of the Club shall be undertaken by an elected Committee who shall 

act on behalf of the Club within the Rules defined herein. 

NEW  

2.2 The Committee shall consist of up to 12 members, including the offices of 

Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer. Other Committee members may be allocated 

specific roles as deemed appropriate by Committee approval. The Committee shall 

determine these posts, as required. 

7  

2.3 All Committee posts will be elected on a 2 year basis, except for the posts of 

Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer (3 year basis), and will be carried out by a secret 

ballot of eligible members present at the Annual General Meeting (AGM). 

The results of the ballot shall be declared at the meeting. 

Where a particular post becomes due for election, the position may be advertised 

specifically for that role, for which a profile of the role shall be made available. 

The current holder of any post will be eligible to stand for re-election. 

8 1 

2.4 Nominations for election to the Committee must reach the Secretary at least 28 clear 

days before the date of the AGM. They should be signed by the proposed person, to 

signify willingness to serve if elected, together with the signatures of the Proposer and 

Seconder.  

All persons involved should be Members of at least 2 years continuous standing. 

30a 

 

 

8 

 

2.5 Any candidate proposed for committee election must supply a brief written statement 

outlining their skills, experience and benefits they expect to contribute. This should be 

submitted to the Secretary at least 2 weeks prior to the AGM for inclusion as 

information to be distributed to members voting at the AGM. This applies to all 

nominees, be they new or those standing for re-election. 

NEW  

2.6 The Committee have the power to co-opt Members to fill vacancies that occur during 

the year, but all such persons must stand for re-election at the next scheduled AGM. 

Co-opted members shall assume all rights as if an elected member. 

7  

2.7 A Financial Sub-Committee may exist consisting of Chairperson, Secretary Treasurer 

and one other nominated Committee member, which shall be responsible for the 

purpose of Financial Management of the Club, approving and effecting payments of 

the Club. 

NEW  

2.8 No person whilst an undischarged bankrupt may serve on the Committee of or hold any 

other office or appointment within a Kennel Club Registered Society. 

38 13 

2.9 Meetings of the Committee shall be held as often as deemed necessary (normally 

monthly) but at least 8 times per year. 

NEW  

2.10 A quorum for Committee meetings shall be 5 Members, two of whom shall be either 

the Chairperson, Secretary or Treasurer. 

NEW  

2.11 The Secretary should attend all meetings and take minutes of the proceedings. In the 10  



event of his/her absence, the Chairperson may nominate someone to fulfil this capacity. 

2.12 In the event of an elected member of the committee being absent from three 

consecutive meetings, without apology, the committee shall have the power to declare 

the seat vacant. 

9  

2.13 The Chairperson shall have the casting vote at a Meeting of the Committee. 7  

    

 Sect.3 - PRESIDENT   

3.1 There shall be a President who shall be elected by Members at an AGM on the 

recommendation of the Committee. Such person shall on acceptance of the office 

automatically become a Life Member of the Club. 

NEW  

3.2 The President may attend Committee Meetings but will not have any right of vote 

unless an elected Member thereof. 

NEW  

3.3 The position of President shall be renewed every 3 years. NEW  

    

 Sect.4 - LIFE & HONORARY MEMBERSHIP   

4.1 The Committee may, at their discretion, recommend Life Membership to any member 

who has rendered outstanding service to the Club, or who in their opinion is deserving 

of the distinction, for approval at a General Meeting. Persons shall only be considered 

for Life Membership after a minimum period of 20 years involvement with the club, 

whether or not as a member. 

26  

4.2 Honorary membership may be granted on Committee approval for such a period they 

may deem expedient.  

All Honorary memberships shall be reviewed at Committee every 2 years and ratified 

by agreement. 

26  

4.3 Life and Honorary Members shall not be liable to pay subscriptions, but shall be 

entitled to all the rights and privileges of Club membership, including the right to 

attend meetings, vote at elections and be nominated for Committee or other office.  

26  

    

 Sect.5 - MEMBERSHIP & SUBSCRIPTIONS   

5.1 Membership of the Club shall be open, and not unreasonably restricted on the grounds 

of sex, race or of political, religious or other beliefs/opinions, to any person who is 

prepared to accept and support the objectives of the Club. 

No geographical restrictions shall be applied. 

3  

5.2 The following classes of membership are available to new applicants: 

a) Single 

b) Joint  

c) Family 

Joint and Family Subscriptions shall reflect savings against Single subscriptions  

NEW  

5.3 The minimum age for individual Membership shall be 16 years on date of application. 

Younger persons will only be accepted as part of a Joint or Family Membership where 

a person over the age of 16 years is the main applicant. 

No voting rights apply to members under 16 years of age. 

NEW  

5.4 New applications for membership shall be reviewed / approved at the next scheduled 

Committee Meeting following the date of application. 

The Committee reserve the right to decline applications, without providing the 

applicant with any reason for refusal, but shall refund the applicants subscription in 

full.  No other refunds shall apply for any other contributions made to the club. 

NEW  

5.5 Membership shall cover the period from date of joining until 31
st
 January of the 

following year. 

NEW  

5.6 Subscriptions renewals become due on 1
st
 January of each Financial year. Failure of 

any Member to renew by 31
st
 January will result in their removal from the Register of 

Members, inclusive of any combined memberships previously in place. 

Acceptance back on the register will be dependent upon a new application for which 

the appropriate „new‟ member subscription shall be payable. 

5 2 

5.7 The annual subscription shall be such amounts as agreed by Members in General 

Meeting and notified to the Kennel Club. 

4  

5.8 A Member may resign his/her membership at any time on giving notice by letter 

addressed to the Secretary. A Member who submits his/her resignation shall not be 

entitled to the return of any part of the current year subscription and ceases to be a 

Member from the date of letter. 

28  

5.9 A resigning Member forfeits all rights to compete at the Club‟s shows for any trophies 29  



confined to Members, even though their subscriptions have not lapsed. 

5.10 Names and addresses of all Members shall be maintained in a register retained by the 

Secretary or person holding the appropriate Committee role. 

The register may be a manual or electronic document that, if so requested, shall be 

made available for inspection by the Kennel Club and members of the Society. 

Any request for inspection must be addressed, in writing, to the Secretary, who may 

restrict such inspection to exclude personal address information. 

A declaration of the number of members of the Society shall be made with the Annual 

Returns. 

27 14 

    

 Sect.6 - FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT   

6.1 The Financial year of the Club shall be from 1
st
 January to 31

st
 December. 6 4 

6.2 Banking Accounts shall be held by the Club into which all revenue of the Club shall be 

paid and from which withdrawal shall only be made on two or more signatories of 

members of the Financial Sub-Committee. 

11 3 

6.3 Specific Bank Accounts may be held, on approval of the Financial Sub-Committee, for 

which other appropriate persons may be nominated as account signatories (E.g. Show 

Account). 

NEW  

6.4 Copies of all Bank mandates shall be held by both the Secretary and Treasurer. NEW  

6.5 Only members of the Financial Sub-Committee shall be empowered to apply for, or 

open, Bank, Building Society or other institutional accounts in which funds of the Club 

may be held. 

NEW  

6.6 The accounts must be certified annually, as soon as practical after the end of the 

financial year, and presented by the Treasurer at the AGM. Certification of the 

accounts must be carried out by one qualified Accountant or two unqualified 

individuals with accountancy experience, or by an externally appointed Accountancy 

firm. 

31 15 

6.7 All payments in excess of £50 shall require two signatures of approval, as shall all 

cheques drawn against club funds. 

NEW 3 

6.8 No member shall commit the Club to any debt without prior approval by persons 

defined under Appendix I. 

11  

6.9 The Treasurer shall at all times retain overall responsibility for the finances of the 

Club. 

NEW  

    

 Sect.7 - GENERAL MEETINGS - ANNUAL   

7.1 The Club shall hold an Annual General Meeting (AGM) within 6 months of the end of 

the Financial Year for the following purposes: 

a) To receive a report of the Club‟s activities since the last AGM 

b) To receive and consider the Club accounts for the preceding year 

c) To elect the President (when applicable) and Members to the Committee 

d) To discuss agenda items or other general business duly submitted to the 

meeting. 

NEW

8 

4 

7.2 Items for inclusion on the agenda for the AGM should be submitted and signed by the 

proposer to reach the Secretary at least 4 weeks prior to the date of the AGM. 

30b  

7.3 Motions submitted by the Committee shall accepted for inclusion to the agenda without 

restriction. 

30d  

7.4 Nominations for the election of Officers or Committee Members will be sought for a 

period of at least 4 weeks, but will not be accepted less than 4 weeks prior to the date 

of the AGM. 

30c  

7.5 No business shall be transacted at an AGM unless notice thereof appears on the 

agenda, with the exception of routine matters or those which in the opinion of the 

Chairman of the Meeting are urgent. 

NEW  

7.6 Members shall receive at least 6 weeks notice of the AGM, given through publication 

in the either Dog Training Weekly, Dog World, or other appropriate Canine Press. 

Additionally, the Club may publicise the AGM internally through its Newsletter, 

Notice Boards, local press publications or the club website. 

NEW 5 

16 

    

 Sect.8 - GENERAL MEETINGS - SPECIAL   

8.1 A Special General Meeting (SGM) shall be summoned by the Secretary if five 

members submit a signed requisition stating the subject to be discussed and requesting 

a Special General Meeting to do so. 

12  



The Committee is also empowered to call a Special General Meeting. 

8.2 The requested SGM must be held within 28 days from the date on which the signed 

requisition is received or, in the case of a Committee request, from the date on which 

the requirement is recorded at a Committee meeting. 

12 4 

8.3 No business other than that detailed on the agenda can be discussed at an SGM. NEW  

8.4 Notice of a Special General Meeting shall be published not less than 14 clear days 

before the date of the meeting through Newsletter, Notice Boards, local press 

publications or the club website. 

13  

    

 Sect.9 - CONDUCT  5 

9.1 If the conduct of any Member shall, in the opinion of the Committee of the Society, be 

injurious to the character or interests of the Society, the Committee of the Society may, 

at a meeting the notice convening which includes as an object the consideration of the 

conduct of the member, determine that a Special General Meeting of the Society shall 

be called for the purpose of passing a resolution to expel him/her. Notice of the Special 

General Meeting shall be sent to the accused Member, giving particulars of the 

complaint and advising the place, date and hour of the Meeting that he/she may attend 

and offer an explanation. If at the meeting a resolution to expel is passed by a two-

thirds majority of the Members present and voting, his/her name shall forthwith be 

erased from the list of Members, and he/she shall thereupon cease for all purposes to 

be a member of the Society, except that he/she within two calendar months from the 

date of such Meeting appeal to the Kennel Club upon and subject to such conditions as 

the Kennel Club may impose. 

22 7 

9.2 If the Society expels any member for discreditable conduct in connection with dogs, 

Dog Shows, Trials or Competitions, the Society shall report the matter in writing to the 

Kennel Club within seven days and supply any particulars required. 

NEW 8 

9.3 Any Member who shall be suspended under the Kennel Club Rule A42.j.(5) and / or 

any member whose dog(s) is / are disqualified under Kennel Club Rule A42.j.(9) shall 

ipso facto cease to be a Member of the Society. 

NEW 6 

    

 Sect.10 - DISSOLUTION   

10.1 Consideration of dissolution shall be the subject of an SGM for this purpose. If at this 

meeting it is decided to discontinue the Club, a ballot vote shall be taken of the 

membership on confirmation. If the ballot fails to provide a two-thirds majority in 

favour, a further Special General Meeting will be called for which a provisional 

Committee shall be appointed as if the Club were being established for the first time.  

In the event of the Club being dissolved or otherwise ceasing to exist as a Registered 

Society under these Regulations, a final statement of audited accounts with a record of 

the disposal of property of the Society shall be forwarded to the Kennel Club within six 

months and the persons named as Officers and Committee of the Society on the last 

return furnished to the Kennel Club, will be held responsible by the Kennel Club for 

the proper winding up of the Society. 

33 10 

10.2 Should the Society for any reason cease to exist, the net assets of the Society, after 

settlements of all outstanding debts, shall be realised by the last named Officers and 

Committee and donated to relevant charities they deem appropriate. 

33 9 

    

 Sect.11 - GENERAL MANAGEMENT   

11.1 The Society shall not join any Federation of Societies or Clubs NEW 12 

11.2 The Officers acknowledge that during the month of January each year Maintenance of 

Title fee will be forwarded to the Kennel Club whether by the Secretary or by Direct 

Debit, for continuance of registration and that by 31
st
 July each year, other returns, as 

stipulated in the Kennel Club Regulations for the Registration and Maintenance of 

Title of Societies and breed Councils and the Affiliation of Agricultural Societies and 

Municipal Authorities, will be forwarded to the Kennel Club. The Officers also 

acknowledge their duty to inform the Kennel Club of any change of Secretary of the 

Society which may occur during the course of the year. 

(See Appendix III) 

NEW 17 

11.3 The Club shall provide public liability insurance cover for all Members 36  

11.4 Any request for the use of Club equipment or grounds must be placed before the 

Committee for agreement. 

39  

11.5 No financial sponsorship arrangements may be agreed by any member or section of the 40  



Club without the consent of the Committee; such consent will not be unreasonably 

withheld. 

11.6 Members must take steps to ensure that noise levels are kept as low as is reasonably 

possible whilst they and their dogs are present at the club premises or on club grounds. 

40a  

11.7 The Committee shall have the power to deal with any matter of any nature not 

specifically provided for in these rules 

35  

11.8 No alteration, amendment or addition to these rules shall be made except by a 

resolution approved at a General Meeting.  

Such alterations shall not be brought into effect until the Kennel Club has been advised 

and approved the alterations. 

34 5 

11.9 New rules or amendments introduced specifically to meet the Kennel Club 

requirements shall be adopted immediately.  

NEW 5 

11.10 The Kennel Club is the final authority for interpreting the rules and regulations of this 

Club and in all cases relative to canine and Club matters. 

23 11 

    

 Sect.12 - MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES   

12.1 Members are responsible for their own conduct, the conduct of their dogs and any 

guests that they bring onto the Club premises 

14  

12.2 At all times the rule of strict liability and negligence under the Animal Act of 1971 will 

apply on the Club premises 

15  

12.3 Members shall not bring to the club, or to any organised activities, any dog listed under 

Appendix II. The Committee may amend this list as deemed appropriate. 

NEW  

12.4 Members must ensure that children for whom they are responsible are adequately 

supervised at all times 

NEW  

12.5 Members have the responsibility to ensure that all dogs are fit and healthy before 

bringing them onto the Club premises and must inform the Secretary or Head of 

Section should their dog develop or is suspected of having any contagious disease or 

behavioural problem likely to affect other dogs or Members. 

16  

12.6 It is recommended to members that all puppies and dogs attending the club, be fully 

inoculated to prevent any risk of infection. 

NEW  

12.7 No bitches in season or about to come into season should be brought onto the premises 

under any circumstances including when the Club is not meeting. 

17  

12.8 No mating of dogs should occur on club property or at any organised club event NEW  

12.9 Handlers must clean-up after their dog using the disposal bins provided. NEW  

12.10 Members are responsible to ensure that all equipment used by them is suitable for the 

type of training being undertaken and that all equipment is serviceable. 

18  

12.11 No member may communicate with the press on any subject relating to the running of 

the club or its activities without the consent of the Committee.  

24  

12.12 The Club will not hold itself responsible for damage caused by members or their dogs 

and the responsibility is that of the individual member. 

25  

12.13 Members presented with Club trophies must take reasonable steps to ensure that they 

are cared for and returned in the same condition as when presented. 

All Trophies must be returned on or before a date advised by the Committee. 

The Committee reserve the right to request a Deposit to be paid for all trophy 

presentations. 

NEW  

12.14 Any complaint by Members must be made in writing to the Committee, who will 

respond following discussion at the next convenient Committee meeting 

32  

12.15 Respect other Members and follow the instruction of Club officials as required. NEW  

    

 Sect.13 - MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES   

13.1 Instructors in charge of classes shall maintain good order and discipline during lessons 

and shall inform any Member should their conduct, attitude or dog handling fall below 

the required standard. 

19  

13.2 Instructors shall bring to the attention of the Head of Section, as soon as possible, any 

concerns about the well-being or suitability of a dog to undertake a class. 

20  

13.3 Any acts of cruelty shall be reported immediately to the Head of Section. 21  

13.4 All Section Leaders, Instructors,  or other officials of the Club handling cash, must 

transfer all monies to the Treasurer or a member of the Financial Sub-Committee, 

using the appropriate Club documentation, as soon as is practical from its receipt 

(Recommendation – Weekly). 

NEW  



    

 

 Sect.14 - HEALTH & SAFETY    

14.1 Health and Safety is the responsibility of every person entering the Club grounds and 

premises and any concerns should be communicated to an Officer of the Club 

immediately. 

41  

14.2 Instructors must check their training areas and any equipment used during their class 

prior to its commencement for any hazards and suitability of the ground for their given 

exercise. 

43  

14.3 The Head of Section has the absolute jurisdictions on any matters concerning the 

suitability of the ground during inclement weather or the suitability or serviceability of 

any equipment used. 

44  

14.4 Sub-sections of the Club (Ie. Fly-ball, Agility, Demonstration Teams) must appoint a 

named Safety Officer who will be responsible to ensure that all equipment used is 

serviceable and safe for the use to which it is being put and when visiting other 

locations that the areas in which they are to perform are safe for both handlers and 

dogs. 

45  

14.5 When giving demonstrations or performing in public places the Safety Officer must 

check that a certificate and policy of public liability insurance is in force and has 

viewed the policy and is satisfied as to its authenticity. 

46  

14.6 The Club must appoint a Risk Assessment Officer who will undertake periodic risk 

assessments and report findings regularly to the Committee to discuss appropriate 

action 

47  



 

Appendix I ï Expenditure Approvals 

 

The following table records the authorisation requirement prior to any 

commitment of monies from the Club accounts 

 

Scale Expenditure Amount To be authorised by 

1 £50 or less (See Note below) 

 

Any Section Leader or 

Committee Member 

2 £50 to £500 2 Committee Members, one of 

whom shall be of the Financial 

Sub-Committee 

3 Above £500  Approved at Committee 

Meeting or by Quorum 

 

Note – For items of £50 or less the Section Leader or Committee Member 

„self-approving‟ such expenditure shall not do so for not more that 2 payment 

vouchers in any one month. Further requirements should be approved under 

Scale 2. 

 

  

Appendix II ï Excluded Dog Breeds 

Owners of the breeds specially controlled by the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 

must carry a certificate of exemption allowing them to keep their dogs. 

However, the following dogs will not be accepted to train or partake in any 

Club activities. 

Pit Bull Terrier 

Pit Bull Terrier types 

Japanese Tosa 

Dogo Angentino 

Fila Brazileiara 

 

  

Appendix III ï Kennel Club Annual Returns 

 

The following documents are required to be submitted to the Kennel Club by 

31
st
 July each year: 

 

a) A list of current Officers and Committee with their addresses and 

telephone numbers 

b) A copy of the annual Statement of Accounts which must be certified 

in accordance the Rules of the Society and approved at the last AGM 

c) A copy of the current Constitution / Rules highlighting any approved 

amendments 

d) Where appropriate, a request for authority to hold Matches and / or 

Gundog Working Tests during the coming year and a list of Matches 

and / or Gundog Working Tests held during the previous year. 

e) A declaration of the number of members of the Society as at the end 

of the Society‟s financial year. 

 

 

  

 


